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Abby Skeans is the Director of Strategic Partnerships at Stand Together. Her career has been dedicated 

to counseling philanthropy, government, and the private sector on cross-sector strategies and 

partnerships. Prior to her domestic work, Abby was based in East Africa where she contributed to 

systemic reforms on behalf of children in conflict with the law in Uganda, Malawi and South Sudan. Her 

work has been featured in The Economist, The Washington Post, The Huffington Post, and USA Today. 

Abby graduated from Calvin College with a concentration in International Relations, and she earned her 

law degree at Regent University School of Law.  

Adam N. Michel focuses on tax policy and the federal budget as a Senior Policy Analyst in the Grover M. 

Hermann Center for the Federal Budget at The Heritage Foundation. His research focuses on how taxes 

impact the well-being and opportunity of Americans.  Michel is published and quoted in outlets such as 

The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Politico, US News and World Report, 

and The Hill. He has also joined Fox News, CNN, Fox Business, and CNBC to discuss taxes and the 

economy. Prior to joining Heritage he was a Program Manager for the Spending and Budget Initiative at 

the Mercatus Center at George Mason University, where he worked on a broad range of topics relating 

to federal fiscal policy. Michel received his PhD in economics from George Mason University in Fairfax, 

VA and a BA in politics from Whitman College in Walla Walla, WA. Originally from northern California, 

Michel enjoys rock climbing, skiing, and cooking in his spare time.  

Alex Flint is the executive director of the Alliance for Market Solutions (AMS), an organization of 

conservative leaders addressing two of America’s most pressing challenges: the need to reduce carbon 

pollution and grow the economy. Recognized as one of Washington’s top lobbyists, he led the Nuclear 

Energy Institute’s advocacy program as the senior vice president of governmental affairs for a decade 

before joining AMS in May 2017. Mr. Flint previously served as staff director of the U.S. Senate 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, during which he led the creation of the bipartisan Energy 

Policy Act of 2005—the first significant energy legislation in 13 years—and approximately 100 public 

land-and water-related laws. He received a bachelor’s degree in international politics from George 

Washington University and lives in McLean, Va., with his wife and four children. 

Alex Wirth is the Cofounder and CEO of Quorum, a public affairs software platform that enables 

organizations to launch grassroots advocacy campaigns, manage stakeholder engagement, and monitor 



dialogue in Washington, Brussels, all 50 states, and thousands of cities around the U.S.  Quorum was 

named the top DC startup to watch in 2016, 2017, and 2018 and is used by Walmart, Coca-Cola, Apple, 

General Motors, Toyota, Lyft, and the United Nations. Alex won the EY Entrepreneur of the Year award 

for Mid-Atlantic Emerging Companies, was named by the Washingtonian as one of D.C.’s Top 100 Tech 

Leaders, is a World Economic Forum Global Shaper, a member of The Economic Club of Washington D.C. 

and the Arthur W. Page Society. He sits on the Government Relations Executives Council, the U.S. 

National Commission for UNESCO, the Board of Directors of The Public Affairs Council, and the Board of 

Directors of the Forum for Youth Investment.  Alex has spoken at the United Nations, Clinton Global 

Initiative, World Forum for Democracy, SXSW, and TedxFoggyBottom. Originally from Santa Fe, New 

Mexico, Alex graduated from Harvard with a degree in Government and Economics and worked in the 

White House and U.S Senate before starting Quorum. Follow him on twitter @amaliowirth.  

Alice Rhee is the Managing Director, Strategic Partnerships & Growth at the American Journalism 

Project, a new venture philanthropy firm focused on local news.  Alice is a veteran journalist, digital 

video strategist, and two-time Emmy award-television producer. She worked in national news for two 

decades, including various editorial and production roles at NBC News and as a senior producer of digital 

video at The Washington Post. She also co-created and launched a short documentary initiative at the 

Tribeca Film Institute. Most recently, she was a media adviser to a private family foundation guiding 

strategic investments in nonprofit journalism and civic engagement storytelling. She also served on the 

board of TheGuardian.org  

Amanda Cuomo Cole is a storyteller, actor, impact strategist, coach, and entrepreneur.  Amanda 

graduated from Brown University in 2013 with a concentration in Urban Studies and a focus in Social 

Entrepreneurship. From 2013-2018, Amanda led a company wide effort at Kenneth Cole to strategically 

incorporate the brand’s DNA of activism and impact into the business model holistically.  Amanda has 

helped promote collaboration. In 2016, Amanda helped launch the End AIDS Coalition- an international 

cross-sector, non-partisan coalition to foster unprecedented collaboration, transparency and 

accountability. Amanda recently helped launch the Mental Health Coalition to foster the same kind of 

collaboration, transparency, and accountability, in the mental health space. In 2018, Amanda co-

founded Unthinkable Coaching, a transformational life coaching business designed to empower people 

to define and design their health using cutting edge research in perceptual neuroscience, self-

development, and a holistic approach. As a board member of Social Impact 360, Amanda has supported 

college aged social entrepreneurs for the past 7 years. Call and recently committed to bringing that kind 

of support to Gen Z. In 2019 Amanda co-founded Civics Unplugged, to help build a world where young 

Americans all across the country engage in their communities, work hard to solve meaningful problems, 

and raise the standard for leadership in the 21st century. 

Amber McReynolds is the Executive Director for the National Vote At Home Institute and Coalition and 

is the former Director of Elections for the City and County of Denver, Colorado. Amber is an experienced 

election professional and is nationally recognized as an innovator and has proven that designing pro-

voter policies, voter-centric processes, and implementing technical innovations will improve the voting 

experience. Under her leadership, Denver Elections earned national and international recognition from 

the U.S. Election Assistance Commission, Election Center, the National Association of Counties, and the 

International Centre for Parliamentary Studies (ICPS) for Ballot TRACE (a first-in-the-nation ballot 

tracking, reporting, and communication engine) and eSign, a digital petition circulation application that 

makes the ballot access process more efficient.  Amber was also recognized as a 2018 Top Public Official 



of the Year by Governing Magazine for her transformational work to improve the voting experience in 

Denver and across Colorado. Amber serves on the Advisory Board for the MIT Election Data and Science 

Lab, Circle of Advisors for Democracy Fund’s Election Validation Project, Women’s Foundation of 

Colorado Empowerment Council, Executive Board for LIFT Colorado, City Year Denver Board of Directors, 

the Public Policy Committee of the Colorado Women’s Chamber, and was a graduate of the Metro 

Denver Chamber of Commerce Leadership Denver 2017. Amber has a Masters of Science from the 

London School of Economics and Political Science and a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Illinois, 

Champaign-Urbana. Amber is also currently serving as a senior strategic advisor on various election-

focused projects across the country. She has also served as an election expert witness and collaborates 

with various national and state professional organizations to identify and implement best practices in 

election administration 

Arthur Rizer is the Director of Criminal Justice and Civil Liberties for R Street Institute.  He heads the 

Institute’s programs dealing with a variety of issues related to crime, policing, intelligence and privacy. In 

this capacity, he produces original research, writes for the popular press and educates policymakers on 

criminal justice and civil liberty issues. He is also a visiting lecturer at the University of London, 

University College London in the Department of Security and Crime Science, an adjunct professor of law 

at George Mason University’s Antonin Scalia Law School, and a visiting lecturer of law at Yale Law 

School. Before joining R Street, Arthur was an associate professor of law at West Virginia University’s 

College of Law and a visiting professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center. He also served as a 

trial attorney with the U.S. Justice Department, primarily as a federal prosecutor in the Criminal Division, 

where he targeted command-and-control drug cartel leaders and narco-terrorists. He also served as a 

prosecutor in the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of California and in the civil 

division, working on immigration-related litigation, with the Federal Programs Guantanamo Bay 

litigation team and at the Office of Immigration Litigation.  Early in his civilian career, Arthur worked as a 

patrol officer in Washington state. He also spent almost 21 years in the U.S. Army and was deployed to 

Fallujah, Iraq to train the Iraqi Special Forces Division. During his military career, he was awarded the 

Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service and Iraq Campaign medals. He retired as a lieutenant 

colonel from the U.S. Army, WV National Guard.  Arthur is the author of three books:Lincoln’s Counsel: 

Lessons Learned from America’s Most Persuasive Speaker (2010); The National Security Implications of 

Immigration Law (2013); andJefferson’s Pen: The Art of Persuasion (2016). He is a member of Columbia 

University Justice Lab’s Executive Session for the Future of Justice Policy and the Federalist Society’s 

Executive Committee of the Criminal Law Practice Group.  Arthur earned his bachelor’s degree in 

political science from Pacific Lutheran University, a master of laws, with distinction, from Georgetown 

University’s Law Center and his juris doctor, magna cum laude, from Gonzaga University School of Law. 

He is also a graduate of the U.S. Marine Corps’ Command Staff College. He is in the final stages of a 

doctorate at Oxford University that focuses on policing.  He lives in Alexandria, Virginia with his wife, 

Jessi, and has two sons. 

Bill Smith is a founding partner of Civitas Public Affairs Group. He has over two decades of experience in 

campaign management, message research and development, communications strategy, and movement 

strategy. He currently advises philanthropists, foundations, and donor collaboratives on a wide range of 

policy objectives, as well as national nonprofit organizations seeking to advance progressive policies at 

the state and federal levels.  Bill served as the National Political Director for Gill Action, working across 

the country to secure marriage equality and other key policy wins by building political power for the 



LGBT community. He counseled a network of donors that invested nearly $15 million into targeted 

campaigns and elections supporting the freedom to marry and LGBT equality, including nearly 200 

successful elections across the country. Bill has worked extensively as a general consultant, providing 

critical counsel to elected officials, political organizations, and social movement organizations. He 

previously worked as a political operative for Karl Rove + Company and Wilson Grand Communications. 

He has led teams of the nation’s premier pollsters, media consultants, and campaign operatives on both 

sides of the aisle.  Bill currently serves on the boards of End Citizens United, Faith in Public Life Action 

Fund, and the Reconciling Ministries Network. A native of Alabama, Bill resides in Washington, D.C.  

Brian McClendon is a Research Professor at the University of Kansas after spending 2 years at Uber 

leading their Maps and Business Platform efforts. For 10 years prior, Brian was a Vice President with 

Google and led the entire Geo business unit including Google Maps, Street View and Google Earth. He 

was a co-founder and angel investor in Keyhole, Inc., a geospatial data visualization company that was 

purchased by Google in 2004 which led to Google Earth. In the 1990s, He spent 8 years at Silicon 

Graphics, designing 3D graphics workstations. He was inducted into the National Academy of 

Engineering in 2015 and holds a degree in electrical engineering from the University of Kansas. He ran 

for Kansas Secretary of State in 2018 as a Democrat, but did not win. 

Brian Reich is the Vice President of Communications for Murmuration, a non-profit offering data, 

technology, and products for building and mobilizing political power so that all kids in the United States 

receive an education that prepares them to lead productive, fulfilling, and happy lives. Brian is 

responsible for telling the story of the organization and its unique value proposition, as well as helping 

to increase awareness and deepen understanding of the organization’s strategic approaches, programs 

and products. With more than two decades of experience, Brian helps CEOs, media companies, startups, 

nonprofits, and political advocacy organizations shape their messaging and approach to maximize their 

brand’s impact. He has served as speechwriter and advisor for Sean "Diddy" Combs, Arthur Sulzberger, 

Al Gore, Ryan Seacrest, as well as senior leaders at NBC News, Gannett, MTV and Ford. He has designed 

and crafted upfront presentations, written commencement addresses for public figures, managed 

debate prep for public officials, and trained athletes, personalities, policy makers and political leaders to 

give speeches and media interviews.  Brian has launched successful startup ventures and advises both 

early stage companies and nonprofit organizations. He has led multiple projects that pioneered the 

application of cutting-edge data-science tools, including politics, consumer marketing, sports fan 

engagement and public affairs. Most recently, Brian led communications for the United Bid, the 

successful effort between Canada, Mexico and the United States to bring the 2026 FIFA World Cup to 

North America. He also wrote the Bid Book that served as the formal submission to FIFA.  Brian has 

worked on dozens of local and national political campaigns, held senior roles at leading digital and public 

affairs agencies, and served as briefing director for Vice President Al Gore in the White House. He also 

taught consumer behavior and marketing strategy at Columbia University and The George Washington 

University.  Brian is the author of three books: The Imagination Gap, Shift & Reset, and Media Rules. His 

insights help senior leaders and their audiences better understand trends in politics and media, and the 

impact of technology on society. Brian’s work has been featured in The New York Times, Wired, AdAge, 

Fast Company, and the Chronicle of Philanthropy, and he has been interviewed on NPR, Fox News, and 

numerous podcasts. He is frequently asked to deliver keynote speeches and presentations at 

conferences and events around the world. Brian attended the University of Michigan and holds a 

bachelors degree in political science from Columbia University. He lives in New York with his family. 



Bruce F. Freed is president and co-founder of the Center for Political Accountability (CPA), a 

Washington, D.C. based NGO whose mission is to bring transparency and accountability to corporate 

political spending. Founded in 2003, CPA is successfully reshaping how companies engage in political 

spending.  Mr. Freed is widely respected as one of the leading figures in the money and politics space. 

Under his leadership, CPA the produces the annual CPA-Zicklin Index, which benchmarks the S&P 500 

companies on their political disclosure and accountability policies and practices, and 

TrackYourCompany.org, a searchable, sortable database on company political spending. He helped 

develop the Center's innovative strategy of using corporate governance to address the risks companies 

face from political spending. As a result of CPA's efforts, political disclosure and accountability is 

recognized as the norm.  He draws on his long experience in journalism, on Capitol Hill, and in strategic 

public affairs. He speaks widely and co-authored major CPA reports including Collision Course, the first 

examination of the heightened risks to companies of conflicted political spending. In addition, he co-

authored The Conference Board Handbook on Corporate Political Activity and articles in the Harvard 

Business Review, Washington Post, Financial Times, Reuters and US News & World Report.  Mr. Freed 

has two adult children and lives in the Washington, D.C. suburbs with his wife and their West Highland 

White Terrier.  He graduated from the University of Chicago and has an M.A. in American history from 

Brandeis University. 

Cara Dingus Brook is president and CEO of the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio. During her time as 

president and CEO, the foundation has incubated two needed organizations for the region – the Ohio 

Appalachian Business Council, a business roundtable advancing Appalachian Ohio’s prosperity; and the 

Appalachian Partnership for Economic Growth, a 501(c)(3) regional economic development organization 

working to increase jobs and capital investment in Appalachian Ohio. Before joining the foundation, she 

was the Southeast Ohio District Representative for United States Senator George V. Voinovich and 

manager of Appalachian Ohio Giving, a multi-sector partnership promoting philanthropy as a community 

and economic development tool. She received the Appalachian New Economy Partnership Award for 

Regional Economic Development from the Voinovich School for Leadership and Public Affairs in 2010 

and the Young Alumni “Spirit” Award from Ohio University’s College of Arts and Sciences in 2011. Ms. 

Dingus Brook earned a bachelor’s degree and master’s degree from Ohio University and is a graduate of 

the Jo Ann Davidson Leadership Institute. 

Christopher Sopher is co-founder and CEO of WhereBy.Us, a media technology company whose 

platform enables creators to build their own media business and help inform and engage their 

community. Today, WhereBy.Us powers five journalism brands around the country—Miami’s The New 

Tropic, Seattle’s The Evergrey, Portland’s Bridgeliner, and Orlando’s Pulptown—that reach more than 2 

million locals every month. Chris previously managed a portfolio of journalism and media innovation 

grants and investments at Knight Foundation, and has consulted, trained, and spoken for organizations 

around the world on human-centered design and creating media products for young people. Chris 

attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he was a Morehead-Cain Scholar and 

Truman Scholar.  

Clay Spence is the Director of the Cicero Institute, which crafts market-inspired solutions to some of the 

toughest domestic policy problems in criminal justice, housing, and healthcare. Clay's principal focus is 

reforming parole and probation systems in the states so that they concentrate correctional resources on 

helping the 4.5 million people in community corrections regain their footing and start new lives. In 2009, 

California passed a landmark probation reform called SB 678 which began rewarding county probation 



departments with "shared savings" if they reduced the rates at which they returned probationers to 

prison. A decade of evidence suggests that SB 678 successfully reduced crime, averted tens of thousands 

from being re-incarcerated, and saved the state of California over a billion dollars. The Cicero Institute is 

working with a variety of stakeholders to pass a law in 2020 that would reform California parole along a 

similar line.  

Dana C. Ackley, Ph.D., received his doctorate in Clinical Psychology from the Florida State University in 

1973. From the beginning, his goal was to help each client achieve new levels of success. He became 

interested in emotional intelligence as a respectful, effective way of helping his clients build key skills, 

overcoming internal and external barriers they had lived with for years. Since 1994, Dr. Ackley has 

worked with organizations and their leaders to build effectiveness. In developing a program to use with 

client organizations, Dr. Ackley created The EQ Leader Program, a comprehensive approach to building 

leaders’ EQ skills. He has used the EQL Program successfully with leaders from major US corporations, 

small companies, healthcare systems, major agencies of the US Government, law enforcement, 

educational organizations, sales organizations, and individual professionals such as physicians and 

dentists. 

Daniella Ballou-Aares is the Founder and CEO of the Leadership Now Project. The Leadership Now 

Project is a membership organization of business professionals committed to advancing principled, 

pragmatic leadership to renew America’s democracy. Daniella also serves in an advisory capacity to 

Dalberg, which she joined in 2004 and helped grow from a start-up to the leading global group of 

purpose-driven businesses. Prior to returning to Dalberg, Daniella served for five years as the Senior 

Advisor for Development to Secretary of State Clinton and Kerry and started her career at Bain & 

Company. Daniella is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a World Economic Forum Young 

Global Leader, where serves on the Advisory Council. She holds an MBA from Harvard Business School, 

an MPA from the Kennedy School and a BS in Operations Research and Engineering from Cornell. 

Danny Ludeman is the President and CEO of Concordance Academy, a St. Louis-based nonprofit that 

offers the country’s first set of integrated, holistic, and evidence-driven services to individuals returning 

to society from prison. The organization assists participants in three primary areas: behavioral health & 

wellness; education & employment; and community & life skills.  The Academy starts working with 

individuals six months prior to release and continues assisting for up to a year after their return to the 

community. The organization is committed to restoring individuals, rebuilding families, transforming 

communities, and advancing the field of re-entry services.  Concordance’s goal is to reduce recidivism by 

one-third, and ever since Academy participants began releasing from prison, the organization has 

consistently been above this goal.  One of the biggest differences about Concordance is that it is a non-

profit run like a for-profit – from its executive team to its cutting-edge policies and technology 

platforms, with a vision of being in every state in American by 2027.  Previously, Danny was CEO of Wells 

Fargo Advisors, the nation’s third largest full-service brokerage firm. During his tenure, revenues 

increased from $300 million to over $10 billion...profits from $35 million to $2 billion...and financial 

advisors from 950 to more than 17,000 in some 4,000 locations nationwide.  He serves or has served, on 

the boards of the Securities Industry Association, United Way of Greater St. Louis, Washington 

University, University of Richmond, Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis, and the Federal Reserve 

Bank of St. Louis.  Danny has an MBA from William and Mary and a BS in Economics from Virginia 

Commonwealth. Danny is married to Susan Ludeman, and they have four children.  



David H. Wills, J.D., also known as Dave, served as the President at National Christian Charitable 

Foundation, Inc. from 1998 to 2018, and is currently the President Emeritus. Mr. Wills also serves as an 

Advisor at Sovereign’s Capital. Mr. Wills has practiced law since 1988 and his primary areas of practice 

for the last 22 years include charitable gift planning, exempt organizations (specifically in the public and 

private foundation arenas), estate planning, and fiduciary related matters. He serves on numerous 

boards, including Generous Giving, Hope for the Heart, Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability 

(ECFA), and the ProVision Foundation. Mr. Wills is the co-author of two books, Investing in God’s 

Business, Family Money, and numerous articles. He lectures throughout the country on issues involving 

foundations and nonprofit organizations, the transition of wealth, responsibility from one generation to 

the next, as well as tax and spiritual issues in charitable giving. Mr. Wills earned a J.D. and a B.B.A. from 

Baylor University and completed post-graduate work at Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Daranee Petsod, in a career spanning more than 30 years, has played a variety of leadership roles to 

advance justice and equity for marginalized communities. As president of Grantmakers Concerned with 

Immigrants and Refugees (GCIR), she leads an influential national organization that has catalyzed and 

leveraged hundreds of millions in philanthropic funding to protect the rights of immigrants, refugees, 

and asylum seekers—and cultivate their inclusion and contributions to our society. In recognition of 

GCIR as an indispensable resource to philanthropy, Inside Philanthropy in 2017 named the organization 

Funders’ Affinity Group of the Year. Prior to joining GCIR, Daranee served as interim executive director 

at the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights and was a program officer at the Field 

Foundation of Illinois, Inc. and the Sophia Fund, one of the first women’s funds in the United States. She 

was also a consultant to foundations and nonprofits, helping them strengthen their grantmaking, 

programming, and communications. Earlier in her career, she worked with Southeast Asian refugee 

women, counseled abused and neglected children and their families, and mentored inner-city youth. 

Daranee currently serves on the boards of directors of United Philanthropy Forum and Northern 

California Grantmakers. She has authored and co-authored numerous research reports on a range of 

immigration issues, as well as opinion pieces on the role of philanthropy in advancing the rights and 

inclusion of immigrants. She earned an M.A. in social policy from the University of Chicago and is a 

recipient of the 2014 Professional Development Fellowship from the Wallace Alexander Gerbode 

Foundation. When not immersed in immigration and philanthropy, she enjoys the great outdoors and 

traveling the world with her family. 

David Nevins is the president and co-director of the Bridge Alliance. He brings business acumen, vision 

and a tireless this-must-and-can-be-done zeal to the burgeoning movement to bridge divides to 

transform the political process. As a business leader, Nevins excels at building bridges between people 

and organizations from the right, left and center for civilized conversation and then action. He co-

founded the Bridge Alliance because, as he says, “No matter how well managed and how well funded 

anyone organization is, significant political reform will not happen without an alliance to further 

collaborative interactions. Together we can and will raise the collective impact of all.” He is a member of 

the Aspen Institute Society of Fellows, with a focus on the Aspen Rodel Fellowship in Public Leadership, 

he established and continues to work with The Nevins Democracy Leaders program at Penn State 

University. Nevins graduated with honors in economics from Penn State in 1969 and received an M.B.A. 

in finance from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania in 1971. He continues as President 

of Nevins Real Estate Management. 



Esther Dyson is executive founder of Wellville, a 10-year nonprofit project dedicated to show the long-

term return on investment in resilience and health. Wellville works in five small communities and plans 

to scale by serving as a model for other communities and policymakers. Esther is the Wellville advisor 

for Muskegon County, Michigan. She is a longtime techy (running the annual PC Forum and the Release 

1.0 newsletter from 1982 to 2007) and actively involved in policy issues, as chairman of the Electronic 

Frontier Foundation and later founding chairman of ICANN (which oversees the plumbing of the 

Internet).  Currently she is a trustee of Open Corporates (corporate transparency), and a founding board 

member of the Commons Project and its CommonHealth project.  Her health investments include 

23andMe (past board member), Big Health, Ezra.com, Omada, Solera (advisory board) and many more. 

Evan Baehr is the Executive Chairman of Teneo, where he passionately works to advance the ideas of 

modern conservatism. Previously he cofounded Able, an online lending company serving the Fortune 5 

Million—the 5.8 million small businesses representing the backbone of the American economy. His 

previous startup was Outbox, a consumer internet company aiming to take over the US Postal Service 

and backed by venture capitalists Peter Thiel and Mike Maples, and featured on Fox News, CNN, 

TechCrunch, FastCompany, Wall Street Journal, Jay Leno, INC, and the NYT. He is coauthor of Get 

Backed: Craft Your Story, Build the Perfect Pitch Deck, and Launch the Venture of Your Dreams from 

Harvard Business Press (2015), which has hit #1 in Amazon’s business new releases. An honors graduate 

of Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School, Yale Divinity School, and Harvard Business School, he lives in 

Austin, TX, with his wife, Kristina Scurry Baehr, a litigator, and children Cooper and Madeleine. 

Greg Mauro is the Founder and Managing Partner at Learn Capital, which has the largest portfolio of 

venture-backed education investments in the world.  He previously managed an affiliate of Founders 

Fund.  Over his career Greg has co-founded four venture-backed startups used by millions across the 

education, wireless, and media sectors, including Edmodo, which is used by over 100 million students 

worldwide.  Greg is also the co-owner of Powder Mountain, which he purchased with Summit Series to 

prevent the resort—the largest ski area in the US— from becoming overdeveloped.  Today Powder is 

"the hottest design destination you probably haven’t heard of” and "is fast becoming a progressive 

alpine mecca” per Architectural Digest.  Greg is Chairman of the Summit Institute, the non-profit arm of 

the Summit community, which is focused on innovation, creativity, and impact and has held convenings 

with The White House, Brookings, Ashoka, The Nature Conservancy, and others. Active in the charter 

school movement since 2000, Greg has provided facilities funding for high performing charter schools, 

including High Tech High in San Diego.  Greg started his career as a strategy consultant for Monitor 

Group and is a graduate of UCLA’s College of Honors. An avid traveler, Greg has visited over one 

hundred countries.  

Holland Taylor is co-founder, chairman and CEO of LibForAll Foundation. An expert on Islam and the 

process of Islamization in Southeast Asia, he has lived, studied and worked in the Muslim world, from 

Iran to Indonesia, over a period of more than four decades. Although his knowledge of Islam pales in 

comparison with that of the powerful Muslim leaders who form the backbone of LibForAll Foundation, 

Mr. Taylor's unique combination of experience in the fields of international business, strategy and the 

forging of cross-cultural relationships has enabled LibForAll to become “a model of what a competent 

public diplomacy effort in the Muslim world should look like” (Wall Street Journal).   Mr. Taylor 

established LibForAll Foundation in December 2003, together with his close friend, the former 

Indonesian president Kyai Haji Abdurrahman Wahid (1940-2009), whom the Wall Street Journal has 

called “the single most influential religious leader in the Muslim world” and “easily the most important 



ally the West has in the ideological struggle against Islamic radicalism.” Under their leadership, LibForAll 

has grown into the leading NGO developing and operationalizing successful counter-extremism 

strategies worldwide.  Their inspiration lay in the heroic example of President Wahid’s own 16th century 

Javanese ancestors, whose deft use of soft and hard power defeated Muslim extremists, and guaranteed 

freedom of religion for all Javanese, two centuries before the Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom and 

the Bill of Rights led to the separation of state and religion in the U.S. 

Ian Simmons is the Founder and President of the Foundation for Civic Leadership, and is dedicated to 

initiating projects that enhance democracy. Results of projects that Ian has catalyzed have been 

featured in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Los Angeles Times, and The Washington 

Post, as well as on CBS, NBC, ABC, and CNN. Ian serves on the boards of Issue One, Youth Engagement 

Fund, and Karibu Homes, an affordable housing company in Kenya. In addition, Ian is Co-Founder and 

Principal of Blue Haven Initiative, a family office dedicated to investing for-profit and non-profit capital 

to advance solutions to social and environmental challenges. 

Irene Braam joined the Bertelsmann Foundation North America as executive director in April 2016. She 

is also the first vice president and board director of the Bertelsmann Foundation Board of Directors. 

Braam is an experienced lawyer and media expert, and worked for over ten years with the Bertelsmann 

company. She began as director of government relations of the Brussels Liaison Office in 2005 and 

became senior vice president of government relations in September 2011. After studying law at 

Maastricht University, the Dutch native began her professional career in 1998 in the music industry. 

Braam was head of international, legal and business affairs at Naïve Records in Paris, in charge of 

business development for Midbar Tech Ltd. in Tel Aviv, and served as both director of public policy and 

government affairs and director of legal and business affairs at the Universal Music Group in London and 

Brussels. Braam is a native speaker of Dutch, and also speaks English, German, French and some 

Spanish. 

Iván Calabuig, with a humanities background in political science, is a national security expert with 

substantive experience in research, analysis and capacity building programs in Europe, the Middle East, 

Asia, Africa and the Americas. He is the founder of the World Security Forum, a safe space to discuss and 

address some of the complex political and security challenges of our time. Iván is also the coordinator of 

The Asimetric Group, a security consultancy that delivers research, analysis and programmatic services 

to governments and other public and private sector clients. 

Jason Grumet, founder and president of the Bipartisan Policy Center, is respected on both sides of the 

aisle for his innovative approach to improving government effectiveness and impacting public policy. 

Over the last decade, BPC has combined the best ideas from both parties to promote health, security, 

and opportunity for all Americans. Under Grumet’s leadership, BPC has harnessed the power of 

collaboration to advocate for principled and politically viable policy solutions to major policy challenges 

facing our country. Most recently in the 114th Congress, BPC successfully impacted legislation to 

improve the development of life-saving medical treatments; remove arbitrary barriers to exporting oil; 

modernize regulations on toxic chemicals; strengthen Medicare; and extend the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program. In 2001, Grumet founded and directed the National Commission on Energy Policy, 

which produced a comprehensive set of policy recommendations many of which were incorporated into 

the 2005 Energy Policy Act. Grumet led the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management 

where he expanded the organization’s technical and advocacy capabilities and increased its presence in 



national policy discussions. Grumet regularly authors commentaries and editorials in national 

publications, as well as participates in various broadcast interviews on major cable news networks. He 

frequently speaks at national forums, testifies before Congress, and is regularly sought out by 

policymakers and business leaders. Grumet’s first book, City of Rivals: Restoring the Glorious Mess of 

American Democracy, was released in September 2014. Grumet received a Bachelor of Arts from Brown 

University and J.D. from Harvard University. He lives in Bethesda, Maryland with his wife and three 

children. 

Jean Hammond is a General Partner of the LearnLaunch Accelerator. As an ecosystem architect, Jean 

designs and builds the components of innovation clusters. Each requires interacting systems comprised 

of solution creators, investors and innovation adopters. Example systems include the MIT Trust Center, 

TheCapitalNetwork, AngelCapitalAssociation, and various Gender Lens & Impact Investing entities.  

LearnLaunch Accelerator provides investment, world-class mentoring and personalized support to select 

edtech startup companies.  Since 2014, LearnLaunch Accelerator has invested in 66 companies in 10 

cohorts with a measurable milestone approach that helps founders create a path to success.  Jean is also 

a cofounder at LearnLaunch, a set of entities that support the growth of edtech and workforce edtech 

clusters, the New England ecosystem and impactful innovation. Jean is a serial tech entrepreneur, now 

an active angel investor and recipient of the Hans Severiens Award, the highest award for U.S. angel 

investors. She is member of Launchpad Venture Group, Hub Angels and Golden Seeds (co-founding the 

Boston forum) focusing investments in women owned/managed businesses.  Jean has an active 

portfolio and has served on the Board or as a Board-level advisor with over 40 of these (over time) 200 

firms.  Jean serves on the Corporation of Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  

Jeff Prudhomme, Ph.D., is a Vice President and Fellow of the Interactivity Foundation. He joined the 

Foundation in 2002 and became a Vice President in 2009. His core activities include: participating in the 

overall guidance of the Foundation’s operations, supervising the Fellows’ project activities, planning and 

participating in outreach and partnership activities with other organizations, conducting training for 

educational uses of the Foundation’s discussion process, and facilitating his own discussion projects. 

With an academic background in philosophy and religious studies, Prudhomme has long been interested 

in taking philosophical thinking out of the classroom and out into the world. He has facilitated sustained 

citizen discussion projects on such diverse topics as human genetic technology, the future of civic 

discourse, the design and development of our towns and cities, the future of the family, and the future 

of sports and society. He maintains a wide range of public policy interests, believing that citizens in a 

democracy have a responsibility to think broadly about emerging public matters. 

Jeffrey Silverman is a Co-Founder and Managing Partner of Laconia. An operator at his core, Jeffrey’s 

career has been focused on building and scaling early stage media and technology companies. Prior to 

founding Laconia, Jeffrey was the CEO and President of Integrated Color Solutions (ICS). During his 

tenure, ICS raised over $25 million in multiple rounds of financing from private equity investors and 

strategic alliances. Jeffrey also held several senior-level positions at DoubleClick, where he helped 

facilitate the successful sale of the Media Division to its competitor L90, which was later acquired by IAC. 

He entered the investing world by founding Laconia Ventures, the precursor to Laconia today, through 

which he built a portfolio of 20+ early stage companies. He is a graduate of Tulane University and 

attended Columbia University’s Executive Education Program.  The social butterfly of the team, Jeffrey 

has yet to meet a nonprofit that he’s not a part of - from Project Morry to Civics Unplugged to Friends of 

the Lake, the list keeps growing. He credits his enviable athleticism to coaching all 3 of his kids and their 



friends in baseball, basketball, softball, flag football, and soccer, earning him the title of “Funcle”. As the 

first Gen Z representative in his 50s, he wears his title proudly. 

Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi is president of RespectAbility and publisher of 

www.TheRespectAbilityReport.org, which reports on the intersection of politics and disability. A former 

spokesperson for a national political party, Mizrahi became “post-partisan” after 9/11. Dyslexic herself, 

she has worked with numerous presidents, Capitol Hill and met 1-1 with 48 of America’s governors. She 

has published more than 500 articles on public policy and has been interviewed more than a hundred 

times on national television. An expert on strategic communications, she is also active on narrative 

change in Hollywood. Mizrahi co-founded/directs The Mizrahi Family Charitable Fund. 

Jill Soffer is an Aspen, CO-based philanthropist, focusing on Climate and Democracy initiatives.  Through 

her foundation, Our Part, she expands her investments by engaging and collaborating with peers, 

maximizing the efficacy of our work.  Jill is an active board member of The Sierra Club Foundation and 

the NRDC Action Fund, left and center on Climate, respectively.  Her local service includes the public 

lands protector, Wilderness Workshop, and the farming collaborative, 2Forks Club.  She graduated from 

Brown University and Barnard College. Her passions include a yoga practice, horses and everything in 

the mountains.  Only by listening, sharing and working for a more compassionate and inclusive world 

can we hope to solve our climate crisis.   

Joan Huffer worked in the U.S. Senate for 27 years. She served on the Senate Budget Committee, first as 

an analyst on major entitlement programs including social security, income security, and Medicaid, and 

later as senior analyst for education and appropriations issues. Ms. Huffer handled income security and 

education issues for Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle from 1997 through 2004. She also worked on 

the personal staffs of North Dakota Senator Kent Conrad and Michigan Senator Don Riegle. After leaving 

the Senate, she ran a project at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, one of DA’s portfolio 

organizations, to provide federal budget and tax policy technical assistance to state nonprofit 

organizations. She currently serves as the Board Chair of Voices for Progress. Ms. Huffer earned a 

master’s degree in public policy from Georgetown University, and a bachelor of arts degree from 

Wellesley College. 

Joe Lindsley is a U.S. journalist working to create bolder, more accessible ways of promoting discourse 

through storytelling. He began his career at the Weekly Standard in Washington, DC, and at age 25 was 

editor-in-chief of two weekly newspapers in the New York City metro region. He has served as advisor to 

a major philanthropist, he briefly managed a Celtic-Ukrainian folk-rock band, and he currently takes 

small groups of entrepreneurs on trips around the world. He graduated from the University of Notre 

Dame in 2005. In the 2019 Showtime series The Loudest Voice, actor Emory Cohen portrays Lindsley’s 

contentious time as protégé to and critic of Roger Ailes, the late chairman of Fox News, played by 

Russell Crowe. Instagram: @jplindsley; jplindsley.com 

John K. Roman, Ph.D. studies innovative policies and programs in economics and justice as a senior 

fellow at NORC at the University of Chicago. His research focuses on the effectiveness and efficiency of 

interventions at the intersection of disadvantaged communities, the juvenile justice, criminal justice and 

public health systems, including evaluations of more than two dozen demonstration programs. He is the 

co-chair of the National Prevention Science Coalition, teaches criminology at the University of 

Pennsylvania, is an elected Fellow of the Academy of Experimental Criminology, serves as the Associate 

Editor of the Journal of Experimental Criminology and lectures and testifies widely.  



Jon Baron leads Arnold Ventures’ strategic investments in rigorous research aimed at growing the body 

of evidence-based social programs and scaling those shown to produce meaningful improvements in 

people’s lives. He is the founder and former president of the Coalition for Evidence-Based Policy, a 

nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that worked with federal policy officials from 2001 to 2015 to 

advance important evidence-based reforms, many of which were enacted into law and policy.  Jon was 

twice nominated by the president and confirmed by the Senate to serve on the National Board for 

Education Sciences (2004-2011), and was the Board’s chairman during the last year of his term. He has 

also served on the National Academy of Sciences’ Committee on Capitalizing on Science, Technology, 

and Innovation and is a Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration, an Honorary Fellow of 

the Academy of Experimental Criminology, and a recipient of the Society for Prevention Research’s 

Public Service Award. Jon’s earlier positions include executive director of the Presidential Commission 

on Offsets in International Trade, Program Manager for the Defense Department’s Small Business 

Innovation Research program, and Counsel to the House of Representatives Committee on Small 

Business. He holds a law degree from Yale Law School, a master’s degree in Public Affairs from Princeton 

University, and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Rice University. 

Jon Baselice serves as the Executive Director of Immigration Policy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

He joined the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in June 2014. He works with Chamber member companies to 

form Chamber policy positions on various issues and he advocates for sensible immigration policies 

before Congress and the executive branch agencies. Prior to joining the Chamber, Jon served as an 

advisor to Senator Rubio for 3.5 years. In that capacity, he held a very important position as one of the 

Senator’s lead immigration advisors during the Senator’s involvement with the Gang of 8 and his push 

for comprehensive immigration reform legislation in the 113th Congress. Jon is an attorney and he is 

licensed to practice in the states of New York and Florida. He obtained his J.D. from the University of 

Miami School of Law and he completed his undergraduate education at Syracuse University where he 

majored in Economics and Political Science and was a member of the Syracuse Orange football team. 

Jonah Wittkamper is Co-Founder and President of NEXUS and Founder of the Healthy Democracy 

Coalition. NEXUS is a global movement of over 4000 young people from 70 countries dedicated to 

bridging communities of wealth and impact. The Healthy Democracy Coalition is a US national network 

of philanthropists and allies dedicated to cross partisan philanthropic learning and collaboration. Both 

networks involve people from many of world’s most philanthropic families. Previously, Jonah served as 

the US Director of Search for Common Ground and was part of Distributive Networks Inc., where he 

helped to build the text messaging technology used by the 2008 Obama campaign. In 2000, Jonah co-

founded the Global Youth Action Network (GYAN) to strengthen youth participation in global decision-

making. As the organization grew it merged with TakingITGlobal to form the largest site on the internet 

dedicated to empowering young leaders, receiving two million hits per day. Earlier in his career, Jonah 

led an award winning student computing organization, founded two internet startups, and created a 

corporate social responsibility initiative in one of the world’s largest corporations. He has served as a Co-

Founder, board member, or advisor to a number of organizations including Pioneers of Change, the 

ManyOne Foundation, the L. A. Jonas Foundation, the Millennial Action Project, the Shift Foundation, 

WISE (Wealthy Individuals – Social Entrepreneurs), and many others. He is an alumnus of Williams 

College and Camp Rising Sun. 

Josh Jones is a computer programmer, serial entrepreneur, venture capitalist, husband and father. He 

founded DreamHost Web Hosting while in college in 1996, then got into Bitcoin in 2010 and startup 



investing in 2013.  He now runs HMC INQ, his alma mater's startup incubator, and is on the board of 

Represent.us, The Aquarium of the Pacific, and Harvey Mudd College. 

Kahlil Byrd is the CEO of Invest America. He has expertise in building and leading large, disruptive 

technology based bipartisan reform organizations. He was president of the education reform effort 

StudentsFirst and cofounder and CEO of Americans Elect. His current firm, Forward Progress in Politics 

(FPPCO) is building the Invest America Fund, a national bipartisan community of investors and 

entrepreneurs committed to essential and aggressive issue reform and political transformation. 

Larry Zicklin recently retired as a Clinical Professor of Business Ethics at the NYU Stern school, where, for 

thirty years he taught in the MBA program. He is presently an Adjunct Professor at the NYU School of 

Law and an Adjunct Professor at Baruch College.  In 2018 he retired as a senior lecturer in Legal Studies 

and Business Ethics at the Wharton School. For the past two years, Larry has also taught business ethics 

in the MBA program at the University of Miami. Larry spent 24 years as Managing Partner at Neuberger 

Berman before he retired in 1999 becoming Chairman of the Board until 2003.  He rejoined the 

Neuberger Board in 2009, and is now chairing the Audit Committee. Outside his academic life, Larry 

Zicklin is a past President and former Chairman of UJA/Federation of New York and was both President 

and Chairman of the Baruch College Fund.  He is a director at BZL Biologics (a research company 

studying antibody based therapeutics,) and a Board Member of the Center for Political Accountability. 

He was also a Director of the Institute for Civil Justice at the Rand Corporation.  

Leslie Ramyk is the Executive Director of the Conant Family Foundation.  Previously, she served as 

executive director of the Ravenswood Health Care Foundation, granting $1 million each year to support 

the health and wellness of communities on the north and northwest sides of Chicago. During the 

implementation of the Affordable Care Act, Leslie was the executive director of the Illinois Association of 

Free & Charitable Clinics, where she collected data and published a report on the gaps in Illinois' health 

care system. Leslie also served as the Chicago Site Coordinator for the national Communities for Public 

Education Reform collaboration, a project of the Ford, Gates, Casey and Mott Foundations. Prior to that, 

Leslie served as a regular researcher for the Grow Your Teachers Illinois initiative, which engages parents 

and residents already working in local schools to complete teaching degrees and improve educational 

outcomes. A granddaughter of immigrants and daughter of a proud union member, Leslie was the first 

in her family to graduate from college. She has a BA in American Literature and an MA focused on post-

Civil War social and economic stratification; both were earned at Northwestern University. Leslie lives in 

a West Rogers Park historic Chicago bungalow with her 6th grade twins and furniture-building partner, 

Mike Minton.  

Lisa Snell is director of K-12 education policy partnerships at Stand Together and the managing director 

of Yes Every Kid Foundation. Ms. Snell was formerly the director of education and child welfare policy at 

Reason Foundation for more than 24 years. Before joining Reason Foundation, she was an adjunct 

instructor and a speech and debate coach at California State University, Fullerton. She has written policy 

studies on school choice, school finance reform, child welfare and foster care reform, universal 

preschool, school violence, and charter schools. Additionally, she has worked to break down barriers for 

more education opportunities for K-12 students through legislative policy change in states such as 

Arizona, California, Florida, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. Ms. Snell’s education commentary 

has appeared in publications including Education Week, Edutopia, and The New York Times. She was an 

advisory board member to the National Quality Improvement Center for the Children’s Bureau and 



board president for the California Virtual Academy at Los Angeles. Ms. Snell was a Charles Koch Summer 

Fellow in 1994 and was awarded the Charles G. Koch Outstanding IHS    Alumni award in 2012. She 

earned a master’s degree from California State University, Fullerton. 

Lisel Loy is the Bipartisan Policy Center’s vice president of programs and director of its Prevention 

Initiative, which seeks to reduce obesity and chronic disease, and their associated health care costs, 

through constructive engagement with public and private stakeholders across multiple sectors. An 

attorney with more than 20 years of experience in policy and politics, Loy helped establish BPC’s first 

project, the National Commission on Energy Policy, and served as the commission’s deputy director 

from 2002 to 2006.  Previously, she served in the Clinton administration, where she was assistant to the 

president and staff secretary, responsible for overseeing the flow of information to and from the Oval 

Office. From 1997 to 1999, she was special counsel to the deputy secretary at the Department of the 

Interior, where she worked on Indian treaty rights, water, and endangered species issues.  Prior to her 

government service, Loy was a staff attorney in the clinical program at the Georgetown University Law 

Center. At Georgetown, she represented individuals, nonprofit groups, and the Mattaponi Indian tribe in 

a range of environmental and civil rights claims.  She began her career working on nutrition education, 

community gardens, and land use issues in New York City. She currently serves on the Board of 

American Rivers, a national, nonprofit river conservation group. She is admitted to the bar in 

Washington, D.C. and New York. She received her B.A. from Yale University and her J.D. from Stanford 

Law School. 

Loren Bendele is the founder and CEO of Gell – a social media platform for civil discourse on important 

issues and elections. Gell harnesses the wisdom of the crowd to bring experts, thought leaders, elected 

officials and the general public together to help people make better decisions with their actions, votes 

and lives. Gell’s technology and social queues reduce personal attacks and off topic posts by over 95% 

(compared to other major social media sites). Prior to founding Gell Loren was the founder and CEO of 

two other successful UGC platforms, Savings.com and Favado, which harness the wisdom of the crowd 

to help people save over $500 million annually on their online and grocery shopping. Loren is also 

committed to public education and he is on the board of Edvoice, one of the most influential political 

advocacy groups in California with a focus on excellence and equity in public education. Loren started 

his career as a chemical engineer with Dow Chemical and a strategy consultant with The Boston 

Consulting Group. Loren, his wife and their two kids live in Boulder, Colorado. 

Maggie Gunther Osborn is Chief Strategy Officer and Sr. Vice President of United Philanthropy Forum. 

She joined the Forum in August 2016 after serving as President of the Connecticut Council for 

Philanthropy.  Before joining the Council, Osborn served as Vice President of the Florida Philanthropic 

Network, Grant Director for the Conn Memorial Foundation, Vice President of the Community 

Foundation of Tampa Bay and Chief Development Officer for The Florida Aquarium following an early 

career in the designer fashion industry. MGO Partners, Osborn’s consulting firm from 1998-2013, 

provided training and capacity building support to the social purpose sector. Maggie holds a master's 

degree in leadership & philanthropy from Antioch University and a BA from Notre Dame of Maryland 

University, where she was a Morrissy Scholar. 

Manu Meel, CEO of BridgeUSA, is an aspiring social entrepreneur who has leadership experience in both 

the public and private sector. Currently, Manu is an associate at the venture capital firm Amplo, and 

leads BridgeUSA, a national organization that aims to improve political culture on college campuses.  



Through his work, Manu has contributed to several news outlets, advanced pro-democracy efforts 

nationally, and is leading the policy operation for a Baltimore mayoral candidate. In the past, Manu has 

worked for AEI in Washington DC and has worked at the Department of State as a political analyst in 

counterterrorism. Manu is passionate about empowering young people, and his work has been featured 

in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and other media platforms. His goal is to ultimately 

elevate the impact of other young entrepreneurs and political activists. Combining his experience as an 

associate in venture capital and as CEO of a national nonprofit, Manu hopes to continue making a 

positive impact.  

Mike Deaver is Senior Vice President of Strategies 360, a public policy and government affairs firm 

based in Seattle. Prior to the merger with S360, Deaver Co-founded and a partner of Live Strategies 

Group, a public engagement agency focused on generating value for clients through constituent and 

market activation. Prior to starting Live Strategies, Deaver was the Vice President of Development and 

Events for the Utah Sports Commission for nearly seven years, and in this capacity helped to produce, 

promote and secure large sporting events including amateur, collegiate, Olympic-related and 

professional sporting competitions. During this time frame, Deaver also served as Executive Director of 

the Governor’s Special Initiatives Office and directed the fundraising and special events for Governor 

Herbert. That work has carried over to current Utah Governor Gary Herbert. After consulting the 

Huntsman for Governor campaign in 2004, Deaver was appointed by Governor Huntsman as the Deputy 

Director of Tourism for the State of Utah and launched the ‘Life Elevated’ brand and campaign managing 

over $50,000,000 in total marketing, advertising and operational funds. He has also served as Director of 

Sales for United Concerts where he secured the naming rights for the USANA Amphitheater. Prior to 

that Deaver was the Athletic Marketing Director at BYU where he helped to unveil new branding for the 

teams, and set records in attendance and sponsorship revenue generated. Deaver has worked on many 

federal, state, and local campaigns and has vast experience in producing sporting, non-profit, and other 

special events. He was part of the Charity Vision Fight Night Board, which produced two fundraisers with 

Mitt Romney. The ‘Round One Event’ in 2016 included a charity fight with Evander Holyfield and the 

‘Round Two Event’ in 2017 included a charity fight with Oscar de lay Hoya. Deaver is a Commissioner for 

the Utah Athletic Commission which regulates boxing and MMA within the state and he is also on the 

Board of Directors for the Intermountain Volleyball Association, the Days of ’47, the Utah Golf 

Foundation and the Governor’s Mansion Artist Series. Deaver has been elected a Utah State GOP state 

delegate three times and has been elected an Alternate National Delegate for the Utah GOP party. 

Deaver has a bachelors of arts in marketing communications from Brigham Young University. 

Naomi Campbell is the Right Question Institute’s Microdemocracy Program Director. She is leading RQI’s 

programmatic efforts to promote the adoption of the Right Question Strategy across many fields and 

present our vision of Microdemocracy — that effective participation in a democracy can start when 

people begin to participate in decisions that affect them in their ordinary encounters with public or 

publicly funded institutions.  Naomi originally joined RQI as a summer intern in 2011 and was then the 

organization’s first Microdemocracy Fellow in 2012-2013. After working with RQI, she earned a J.D. cum 

laude from Harvard Law School, where she was a clinical student in the Immigration and Refugee Clinic 

and the Negotiation and Mediation Clinic. She also served on the board of the Law and International 

Development Society. She spent 2017-2018 on a Public Service Venture Fund Fellowship with Centro de 

los Derechos del Migrante (CDM) in Mexico City, where she worked to promote justice for low-wage 

workers in the U.S.-Mexico migrant stream.  She graduated magna cum laude from Washington 



University in St. Louis with a B.A. in history and political science. Naomi is admitted to practice law in the 

state of New York. 

Nick Troiano is a civic entrepreneur based in Denver, CO. Since 2016, he has served as Executive 

Director of Unite America, a national organization that aims to bridge the partisan divide by enacting 

structural political reforms and electing candidates who put people over party. Nick is active in leading 

efforts and supporting organizations that are aimed at strengthening American democracy and tackling 

our country's most pressing challenges. Previously, Nick worked for Change.org on Change Politics – a 

non-partisan platform that empowers citizens to make informed decisions on Election Day. In 2016, he 

was named to the "Forbes 30 Under 30" for Law & Policy.  Nick ran for the U.S. House of 

Representatives in 2014 from Pennsylvania’s 10th District and drew national attention as both the 

youngest candidate and the most successful independent of the cycle, garnering over 22,000 votes. In 

2012, Nick co-founded The Can Kicks Back campaign to advocate for bipartisan policies to reduce the 

national debt and was instrumental in the introduction of the INFORM Act to increase transparency in 

the federal budget. He also served as National Campus Director for Americans Elect where he organized 

and supported student groups at over 300 colleges nationwide.  Nick earned a Master’s degree in 

American Government from Georgetown University, where he completed his undergraduate studies 

with honors and championed the creation of a $1 million Social Innovation and Public Service Fund. He 

has spoken on the topics of civic engagement, political reform, and fiscal issues to dozens of groups 

across the country, including along three national bus tours that collectively visited over 40 states. Nick 

has also provided commentary to a range of television, radio, and print media outlets and is featured in 

three documentaries, Follow the Leader (PBS), Broken Eggs, and Unrepresented.  In his spare time, Nick 

enjoys hiking, photography, and travel. 

Rachel Peric is the Executive Director of Welcoming America.  Inspired by her family’s refugee story and 

by the worldwide movement of welcomers, Rachel works to create communities where all residents – 

including immigrants and refugees – can thrive and belong. Since joining the organization in 2011, she 

has served in various senior leadership roles, helping grow Welcoming America from a nascent startup 

to an award-winning organization with a global footprint. Previously, she served as Executive Director of 

the Montgomery Coalition for Adult English Literacy (MCAEL), as a regional director with the United Way 

of the National Capital Area and managing international development programs with Management 

Systems International (MSI).  Ms. Peric holds a BA  from Johns Hopkins University and a Masters in 

Public Management from the University of Maryland.  

Rebecca Vallas is a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, where she has spent the past five 

years helping to build and lead CAP’s Poverty to Prosperity Program in a range of roles including as the 

program’s managing director and vice president—and along the way, helping to launch the 

organization’s criminal justice reform and disability justice work. In partnership with legal aid leaders, 

Vallas co-developed the clean slate model of automated criminal record-clearing that became law in 

Pennsylvania in 2018 and is now spreading to states across the United States, enabling millions of 

justice-involved individuals to move on with their lives and have a fair shot at jobs and housing. Forever 

a legal aid lawyer at heart, prior to joining American Progress, Vallas spent several years representing 

low-income individuals and families at Community Legal Services in Philadelphia, where she began her 

work as a Skadden Fellow. A noted speaker and frequent commentator on poverty issues, Vallas has 

appeared on MSNBC, CNN, CNBC, C-SPAN, Fox News, PBS, Al-Jazeera America, and NPR, as well as 

several local television and radio outlets, and she is frequently quoted in national and local media. She 



also hosts "Off-Kilter," a nationally distributed radio show and podcast about poverty and inequality. 

Vallas has authored a wide range of briefs and articles on poverty, income security, disability, and 

criminal justice/reentry policy, and she regularly testifies before Congress. She serves on the board of 

the National Academy of Social Insurance and was the inaugural recipient of the National Legal Aid and 

Defender Association’s New Leaders in Advocacy Award. She was twice named to Forbes Magazine’s “30 

Under 30” for Law and Policy as well as Emory University’s "40 Under 40." Vallas received her law 

degree from the University of Virginia, where she was elected to the Order of the Coif and named the 

recipient of the Margaret G. Hyde Award and the Mortimer Caplin Public Service Award. She graduated 

summa cum laude from Emory University, where she received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and 

was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa Society. In a past life, she was an operatically trained mezzo soprano. 

Rina Schneur is the founder of elect535.org.  She has been a Director of the Business Analytics Group at 

Verizon Network and Technology since 2005. Prior to that, she was a Principal at Verizon and GTE 

Research and Technology. Before joining Verizon, Rina was an O.R. senior manager at Sabre 

Technologies. Rina did her Post Doctoral work at the IBM Watson Research Center.  In her career, Dr. 

Schneur has focused on applying operations research and analytics methodologies to industry problems 

in the areas of logistics, supply chain, network planning, telecommunication, sourcing and auctions. At 

Verizon she has also worked on developing solutions in capital management, marketing, performance, 

and operational efficiencies. She served on Verizon’s energy board of directors, which was established 

to streamline energy consumption and explore green energy options. Rina Schneur co-founded Emptoris 

Inc. in 1999 and served on its advisory board for ten years. Dr. Schneur’s advisory role centered around 

the development of Emptoris’ unique analytics solutions of it sourcing and procurement platform. The 

company has grown to hundreds of employees and customers around the world. It was bought by IBM 

in 2011. 

Rob Mosbacher, Jr., is Chairman of the Board of Mosbacher Energy Company, a family-owned energy 

business headquartered in Houston, Texas.  He served as the ninth President and CEO of the Overseas 

Private Investment Corporation from 2005 to 2009, an independent agency of the U. S. Government 

that has facilitated over $24 billion in investments in developing countries around the world.  Since that 

time, he has served as Co-Chair of the Consensus for Development Reform (CDR), a platform of leading 

conservative and private sector voices for more effective U. S. global leadership through reforming and 

improving our approach to global development. He also serves as Chairman of the Board of the Initiative 

for Global Development, which is a Washington, DC-based non-profit that engages and harnesses the 

power of the private sector to create sustainable development and inclusive growth in Africa.  He also 

served on the Board of Global Communities for nine years, and as its Chairman for seven of those years.  

He was Founder and Chairman of BizCorps, Inc., a non-profit that places graduates of top business 

schools with SME entrepreneurs in Colombia.  He also serves on the Board of the Center for Global 

Development, a think tank in Washington.  He serves on the Board of the National Archives Foundation.  

In 2009, he re-joined the Board of Devon Energy, a large, independent oil and gas producer, and served 

on the Board of Calpine Corporation, one of the largest independent power companies in the U. S., until 

the company was taken private in March, 2018.  He received a law degree in 1977 from Southern 

Methodist University, and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Georgetown University in 1973. 

Rob Richie has directed FairVote since 1992 and FairVote Action since 1999. He has played a key role in 

advancing, winning and implementing electoral reforms at a local and state level, including ranked 

choice voting in more than a dozen cities, cumulative voting in Voting Rights Act cases, the National 



Popular Vote plan in 11 states and voter access proposals like voter preregistration and a lower voting 

age. He is a frequent media source, and his writings have appeared in major national publications and 

ten books, including as co-author of Every Vote Equal about Electoral College reform and Whose Votes 

Count about fair representation voting. He is a graduate of Haverford College, where he served on its 

Corporation for 12 years. 

Robyn Scott is co-founder and CEO of Apolitical, a global learning platform for government. Used by 

tens of thousands of public servants in 160 countries, Apolitical brings 21st century learning to 

government, helping public servants find the ideas, skills, and partners they need to tackle society’s 

hardest challenges. The Apolitical Academy, Apolitical’s non-profit arm, helps young and traditionally 

excluded people run for political office, across the political spectrum. Previously Robyn co-founded 

OneLeap, an executive education company, and several Southern African non-profit teaching coding and 

income generation skills to vulnerable youth. She has written an acclaimed memoir about growing up in 

Botswana. She is an ambassador for the Access to Medicine Index, an advisor to the Responsible Mining 

Index, a World Economic Forum Young Global Leader and a Gates Scholar. She has a BSc in 

Bioinformatics from Auckland University and a Masters in Bioscience Enterprise from Cambridge 

University.  

Sara Wolk is the Executive Director of the Equal Vote Coalition, a non-profit fighting for true equality in 

the vote itself. Sara is a dedicated community organizer who has been leading the Oregon movement for 

voting reform since 2016 when she was elected to chair the RCV-Oregon research committee on 

alternative voting reforms. It was the work of this committee which revealed that STAR Voting best 

delivers on the the fundamental goals of the movement without compromising on key criteria. In 2017 

Sara became a Chief Petitioner for the STAR Voting for Multnomah County campaign and in 2018 she 

moved to Eugene, OR to work on STAR Voting full time. Sara is currently Campaign Manager for the 

STAR Voting for Eugene and Lane County ballot initiatives. With a background in sustainability, design, 

and music, she is looking forward to building the kind of coalition that can reshape democracy. 

Sarah Field, as Stand Together's Vice President of Criminal Justice, oversees the comprehensive criminal 

justice vision and strategy for Stand Together and its larger community. Sarah has extensive experience 

as a leader in the nonprofit legal and public policy sector. Most recently, Sarah led judicial engagement 

strategy for Americans for Prosperity. Before that, she served as Executive Director at the Center for 

Shared Services and previously held key roles at the Charles Koch Foundation, the Federalist Society, and 

a variety of other nonprofit organizations. When she isn't focused on law and public policy, Sarah enjoys 

being an active member of her church and spending time with her husband, Brian, a fellow attorney, 

and their two and four-legged children.  

Shawn M. Barney is Managing Director of CLB Porter, LLC, a real estate development and public finance 

advisory firm. He is also Managing Director of Faubourg Properties, a real estate partnership focused on 

opportunities in Northwest Arkansas. He has structured or developed over $1billion in projects. Shawn 

has a B.B.A. Finance from Howard University, where he was president of the undergraduate and 

graduate student bodies, and a Master of Business Administration from the Tulane University Freeman 

School of Business. He serves on various civic boards including New Orleans Startup Fund, Arts Council 

of New Orleans and Prospect US Art Biennial. He is also a member of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) 

where he was nominated to the Public Private Partnership Council. He also chairs the Campaign for an 

Equitable New Orleans. 



Theresa Cardinal Brown is the Bipartisan Policy Centers’s director of immigration and cross-border 

policy. She came to BPC from her own consulting firm, Cardinal North Strategies, LLC. Brown was 

director of immigration and border policy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce; associate director of 

business immigration advocacy at the American Immigration Lawyers Association; and worked in the 

immigration practices of large Washington, D.C.-based law firms. She also served as a director and of 

counsel at The Sentinel HS Group, LLC. She was a policy advisor in the office of the commissioner of U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection, and was on Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff’s Second 

Stage Review of USCIS. In 2005 and 2006, she became a member and later director of the Immigration 

Legislation Task Force in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Policy. She then served as 

the first DHS director of Canadian affairs, and subsequently as the first DHS attaché at the U.S. Embassy 

in Ottawa. Brown does extensive media outreach in her role at BPC, including appearances on Fox News, 

NPR Morning Edition, PBS NewsHour, CNN International, and BBC World. In 2018, she made 30 radio 

and 37 television appearances. Brown is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of Delaware, with a 

degree in international relations and economics. 

Ambassador Tony P. Hall, three times nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, is a leading advocate for 

hunger relief programs and improving human rights in the world. Ambassador Hall serves as Executive 

Director Emeritus of the Alliance to End Hunger. As such, Ambassador Hall acts as an emissary at 

meetings with leading policymakers and international officials, builds relationships with Alliance 

members, and speaks on issues of food security at conferences around the country. Ambassador Hall 

meets regularly with Members of Congress to encourage them to become more actively engaged on 

hunger issues – especially by taking leadership for a Hunger Free Community program in their own 

district or state. Ambassador Hall also leads the Alliance’s engagement with the global Alliance Against 

Hunger and Malnutrition through the National Alliance Partnership Program. Ambassador Hall served as 

the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Agencies for Food and Agriculture in Rome, Italy, from 2002 to 2005. 

Prior to his diplomatic service, Ambassador Hall represented the Third District of Ohio (Dayton) in the 

U.S. Congress for twenty-four years, their longest serving representative in history. During his tenure, he 

authored legislation that supported food aid, child survival, basic education, primary health care, micro-

enterprise, and development assistance in the world’s poorest countries. A founding member of the 

Select Committee on Hunger, Hall served as its chairman from 1989 to 1993. In response to the 

abolishment of the Hunger Committee in April 1993, he fasted for 22 days to draw attention to the 

needs of hungry people in the United States and around the world. Ambassador Hall founded and 

chaired the Congressional Hunger Center, a non-governmental organization committed to ending 

hunger through training and educational programs for emerging leaders. Originally from Dayton, Ohio, 

Ambassador Hall and his wife Janet live in Arlington, Virginia, where they raised two children. 

Wayne A. Leighton is Senior Policy Director with the Office of American Innovation at the White House. 

In this role, he manages policy and oversight related to criminal justice reform. Wayne’s responsibilities 

include working with the Department of Justice on the implementation of the historic First Step Act, and 

across many other Federal agencies to promote services such as treatment, education and training for 

incarcerated individuals. He also works with residential reentry centers and other social service 

providers that help those who are transitioning back to society, and with employers that practice and 

promote Second Chance Hiring. Trained as an economist, Wayne has spent much of his career in 

government as a manager of economists and attorneys addressing complex policy issues at the U.S. 

Federal Communications Commission. Earlier, he served as a senior economist with the U.S. Senate 



Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; and as executive vice president with the Charles G. 

Koch Charitable Foundation. He earned undergraduate degrees in business and economics from Texas 

A&M University and a doctorate in economics from George Mason University. 

Wes Panek, as an Investment Associate at New Media Ventures, is responsible for conducting due 

diligence and deal execution, building pipeline, and supporting NMV's for-profit and nonprofit 

investment portfolio. Wes joins from the Global Development Incubator, where he helped domestic and 

international startups raise capital and grow. Previously, he worked as a strategy consultant at Monitor 

Deloitte and earned a BA in Economics from Johns Hopkins University, with minors in Business and 

Music. He loves jazz music and is a diehard NBA fan. 

William Hoagland, who currently serves as the Senior Vice President at the Bipartisan Policy Center, 

served as the director of Budget and Appropriations in the Office of the Senate Majority Leader. From 

1982 until 2003, Hoagland was a staff member of the U.S. Senate Budget Committee, serving as staff 

director from 1986 to 2003. He also was the administrator of the Department of Agriculture’s Food and 

Nutrition Service and as a special assistant to the secretary of Agriculture and at the Congressional 

Budget Office. He currently is an affiliate professor of public policy at the George Mason University. 

William Ruger is a research fellow in foreign policy studies at Cato Institute. He is also vice president for 

research and policy at the Charles Koch Institute and vice president for research at the Charles Koch 

Foundation. Ruger was previously an Associate Professor of Political Science at Texas State University 

and an adjunct assistant professor at the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas-Austin. 

His most recent scholarship appeared in International Studies Quarterly, Civil Wars, and Review of 

Political Economy.  Ruger is the author of Milton Friedman, and co-author of two books on state politics 

including the new 4th edition of Freedom in the 50 States: An Index of Personal and Economic Freedom, 

published by Cato in August 2016.  He is a frequent guest on television and radio, and his op-eds have 

appeared in several national publications, including Time, USA Today, Investor’s Business Daily, and the 

New York Daily News. He is on the Executive Council of the Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces 

and Society. Ruger is currently an officer in U.S. Navy (Reserve), and a veteran of the Afghanistan War. 

He earned his Ph.D. in Politics from Brandeis University and an A.B. from the College of William and 

Mary. 

Xavier Helgesen serves as Chief Executive Officer of Off-Grid Electric. Mr. Helgesen co-founded Off-Grid 

Electric Tanzania Limited in 2011 and served as its Director. A veteran entrepreneur, Xavier founded two 

million-dollar businesses in his 20’s, including Better World Books, a profitable social venture with $60M 

in revenue selling books online to fund literacy. In 2009, he was recognized as the Best Social 

Entrepreneur by Businessweek and given the Fast Company Social Capitalist award. 


